
 

At the moment as I sit here and type this article there is a soft rain falling. No 
harm, the weather has been very warm and sunny. I suppose at this stage a drop 
of water for the earth is welcome. My potatoes growing out the back would  
certainly be glad of a drink. 
The good weather brings us all out. Before the pandemic when we would meet 
one another, the question was, ‘how are you?’ Now when we meet each other 
for the first time the questions we ask are, ‘did you get the vaccine? What did 
you get? Did you have any reaction?” I normally tell others, ‘I am flying on one 
wing.’ My reference to having had one injection of the ‘AstraZeneca’ and  
thankfully I did not have any reaction to it. When I came out of DCU on the day 
of my injection, I was on a high. The feeling of delight was incredible. From my  
conversation with others this was obviously a common experience.? There is a 
sense that at long last progress is being made with our fight against Covid.  
It has been a long road for us all and for a lot of people the experience has been 
heart wrenching and difficult. I am very mindful of our many parishioners who 
have lost a loved one during this pandemic. Family members and good friends 
where denied the opportunity to gather and to remember loved ones. The  
familiar customs  surrounding death and dying were taken from us, replaced in 
many cases by fear and extra layers of anxiety. Having to tell bereaved families 
that only ten people could attend the funeral, went against everything that we 
hold dear as a community. 
In Our Lady of Victories we are aware of the fact that there are some of our  
parishioners whom we have not seen in the past year and for whom we do not 
have any contact details for. Our Parish Pastoral Council have continued to 
meet over Zoom and I thank them for their continued advise and support. One 
of the items discussed  was how best to reach out to all of our parishioners as 
we slowly move towards normality.  
I know we now have the Webcam which has proved invaluable but we are aware 
that some of our parishioners do not have access to the internet. We hope to 
address that situation with the re-introduction of our Parish Newsletter on a 
regular basis. (See the note below) and this is the first of what we hope will be a 
regular means of communicating with you. 
During the various lockdowns our church had to continued operating as normal 
with all business moving online. It was a big transition for us but with the  
goodness and help of others we managed. I would like to thank the staff and  
volunteers for their goodness, generosity of heart, dedication and commitment 
to our wonderful church and parish. It would not have been possible to have 
achieved what we did without their loyalty and support.   
As we move into the future, we look forward to the continued normalization of 
daily routines and activities.  
In the meantime let us all do our best to ensure that we all stay safe and well.  
God Bless,  
Fr Frank 
        

 
 
 

 

 

If you would like to be kept up 
to date with  any upcoming 

events or information, contact 
Grainne in the parish  office  
and we can email you the  

information or send it by post. 
It would be great to have as 

many email addresses as  
possible to save on paper, 
postage etc. Also all our  

information will be updated on 
our website regularly 

www.olv.ie   tel: 01 8420346 
email: info@olv.ie  

Weekday Masses  

10.00 a.m. 

Monday - Thursday 

& 

Saturday  

followed by  

the Rosary  

(unless there is a funeral)  

Sunday 10am  

& 12 noon 

Adoration Mon:  

7.00 – 8.00pm,   

Tues & Weds:  

7.00 – 7.30pm. 

(except July/August) 

Tel: 01 8420346   info@olv.ie    www.olv.ie 



Preparing for Confirmation  On June the 21st/22nd/23rd at 7.00 and 7.30 pm we ran our 
‘Walking with Families’ programme. This was a special programme 
prepared by the Dublin diocese for our young people and their  
families preparing for Confirmation. After completing three evenings 
of  training, Jo Mc Glynn, Ruth Manning and Joe Carroll facilitated 
those participating in the programme. It was all done through Zoom 
and each evening comprised of a welcome and prayer, a short  
Video, family discussion, an opportunity for feedback and a closing 
prayer. So much of our activities are now taken place online but it is 

great that we do have the means to remain connected. The sessions are based on three 
short videos with the following themes: Strength for the Journey, Gifted by the Spirit, 
Called by Name. The videos are intended to stimulate faith conversation at home  
between parents/guardians and the young people preparing for Confirmation. They aim 
to complement the work of teachers in schools.  

We are sorry to hear the news of Fr. Damian McNeice’s change from Ballygall Parish. He has been a very good friend and  
support to our community. We wish him well as he prepares to take up his new appointment as PP of Castleknock and Laurel 
Lodge. The community he is going to are very lucky and we wish him the very very best in his new role. 
 
We take this opportunity to welcome Fr. Paul St. John to the Glasnevin Grouping as parish chaplain in Ballygall as he retires of 
Administrator of Walkinstown. And we hope he will be very happy here. The new appointments take place the last weekend of 
August. 

A photograph taken during 
the first week of lockdown 
in March 2020. The photo 
was taken during rush hour 
from the middle of 
Drumcondra Road. A  
reminder to us of the  
journey we have been on. 
We all thought the first  
lockdown would last two 
weeks. Little did we know! 

A Prayer for those Suffering at the Moment 
God did not promise  
days without pain 

Laughter without sorrow,  
or sun without rain. 
But God did promise   
strength for the day 

Comfort for the tears,  
and a light for the way. 

And for all who believe in   
His kingdom of love 

He answers their faith, with peace from above. 

Water, Water everywhere and not a drop going into the Church!  
During the month of February we suffered a major burst of the water mains  
going into the church which also affected the heating. Irish Water were  
immediately contacted who in turn informed Dublin City Council. After a full 
investigation it was discovered that the leak unfortunately was on Church 
property which is considered to be a commercial business.   For us it meant 
simply we could not get Irish Water to carry out a ‘Free First Fix’ so we had to 
engage a private company at the expense of the parish. After three days of  
investigating the leak was finally located two metres deep and smack bang in 
the middle of the Collins Avenue driveway. This meant having to dig through 
the tarmacadam and leaving the Collins Avenue entrance out of action for  
several weeks. To have the leak investigated and repaired cost €11,136.34, To 
backfill and resurface with fresh tarmacadam cost €6111.98 leading to a total 
bill of €17,248.32.  As you can well imagine there was a lot of toing and froing 
between the Insurance company, loss adjusters and the parish but it all came 
good in the end leaving the parish with a total cost €300.00 for the insurance 
excess.  

Our parish is part of the Glasnevin Grouping of Parishes. This comprises of Glasnevin (Our Lady of  
Dolours, Fr Richard Sheehy, Moderator & Co-PP, Fr. Paul Coyle Co-PP and also working full time in 
the Chancellery):  Ballymun Road (Our Lady of Victories, Fr. Frank Reburn Co-PP): Drumcondra 
(Corpus Christi, Mgr. Martin O’Shea Co-PP) and Iona Road (St.Columba’s, Fr. Paddy Jones, Parish 
Chaplain): Ballygall (Our Mother of Divine Grace, Fr. Joe Ryan, Co-PP, and Fr. Harry Gaynor, Co-PP, 
Fr. Paul St. John, SVD, Parish Chaplain). Fr. Paddy Sweeney Team Assistant to the Grouping and  
assists in the pastoral care of priests. Mgr. John Wilson and Fr. Eoin Murphy both retired but assist in 
the celebration of liturgies in the different parishes & also in some of our nursing homes. Please 
Note that if you are looking for a priest for a sick call or any other emergency please feel free to ring 
any of the priests working full time in any of the parishes in the grouping 
Contact Details  Fr Frank Reburn OLV  01 8073023  Fr. Richard Sheehy OLD 01 5582697  
    Fr. Joseph Ryan  OMDG 01 8573776  Fr. Harry Gaynor OMDG 01 8342248 

The prayer said at the beginning  
of each session: 

 

Walk with us Lord, as we 
 prepare together as a family for 
the sacrament of Confirmation. 
Be with us every day, as we try 
to grow together in your way.  

Strengthen us for the journey of 
life, help us to use our gifts for 
others, and remind us that you 
call us by our name to follow 

you. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

https://www.glasnevinparish.ie/
https://olv.ie/
https://www.ionaroadparish.ie/


 

Beneavin Nursing Homes would be a place 
many of you are familiar with. They fall  
within the boundaries of St. Canice’s, Finglas 
East. The priests like most priests within the 
Dublin Diocese are still trying to provide the 
same service when more men were available 
but unfortunately it is not possible. Having met with Fr. 
Richard the PP in St. Canice’s, it has been decided with 
Beneavin that mass will be said once a month in the  
different sections. I am scheduled to say mass in  
Beneavin Lodge on Wednesday the 7th of July at 2.30 pm. 
As we get a bit more familiar with the different routines I 
am sure it will be possible to rotate with the other priests 
so that I get a chance to visit all sections. 

Our Lady of Vi ctories Infant Scho ol  
www.olvinfants.com 

The Lord Mayor, Hazel Chu, visited the 
graduating First Classes in Our Lady of  
Victories Infant yard on 22nd June. She  
presented a special award to a remarkable 
boy, Hugh Bowden. The pupils delighted 
the Lord Mayor, welcoming her in song and 
dance with Ms Mc Carthy’s class performing “We’re all in 
this Together” with great gusto! The four first classes sang 
“You can count on me”, which was very moving.  A flag-
raising followed, where the new OLV School flag was 
raised in the sunshine. As she finishes her days in office as 
Lord Mayor,Ruby and Robert presented Ms Chu with a 
scroll of the school’s Wellbeing Anthem and a gift of a 
sunflower. (Sunflowers are traditionally grown by every 
p u p i l  a n n u a l l y ) .  R o b e r t  e l o q u e n t l y  
addressed the Lord Mayor, Advising her for her future, in 
the words of the “Advice from a Sunflower!” Indeed the  
advice was extended to all the pupils too, as they move to 
the senior school. Be bright, be sunny, be positive, 
spread seeds of happiness; rise, shine and hold your 
head high”. Ms Chu was also advised, with words from 
our wellbeing Anthem, to always remember, in her path 
through life, to follow the heart of the message in our 
school’s Wellbeing Anthem to have “kind hands, kind 
feet, kind words and a kind heart”. The Lord Mayor  
remarked to Ms Mc Donnell the principal that she had met 
several groups of pupils but that our first classes were the 
happiest, most confident and well-mannered group of all. 
We are so proud of each unique girl and boy. We wish our 
wonderful first class children every grace and blessing in 
the new chapter of their lives and will miss them in the  

It is now nearly 5 months since I  
retired as Parish Secretary. I was 
honoured to be OLV's first parish 
secretary and my 10 years flew, 
which is a good sign! 
Parishioners who know me, knew 
that my hubbie Enda retired in 2020 
and as we are the same age I always 
thought we would retire around the 
same time.  The adjustment to  
retirement was surprisingly easy, 
perhaps in a strange way facilitated 
by Covid, as I worked mainly from 
home last year, and this meant that my normal routine of 
going to and from the church was disrupted.   
Since the inter county restrictions lifted we have been able 
literally to "Escape to the Country" as we have a small 
home in Leitrim and a very large garden which is my  
passion. I joke that I have three careers, civil servant, parish 
secretary and now "unpaid" gardener. I am also involved in 
the Albert College Estate clean up and flower patch in front 
of our house. And as any gardener knows, weeds keep on 
growing.   Like many parishioners who have family abroad, 
we are looking forward to travelling again and especially to 
New York where our son Aidan has recently moved to.  Also 
a few trips to deepest and darkest southside  where our 
daughter Irene has defected!  I love reading and thought I 
would be spending the days doing just that, but so far I don’t 
seem to have the time. Maybe in the winter. It was my great 
privilege to work with Fr Frank and Linda and having such 
committed and good humoured team colleagues makes for 
a lovely warm atmosphere. This atmosphere I think was  
initially fostered by the late Ann Redmond and Fr John 
Delany who were my mentors at the start.  
I couldn’t have asked for a better environment to work in 
and I always felt that it was lovely to work in such a  
beautiful church & office with such good priests, sacristans 
and volunteers. We even managed to make one a  
Bishop. The parish team couldn’t survive without the  
volunteers and loyal parishioners and I am pleased that 
many of them are now my friends. I remember also many of 
them who have passed onto their final reward.  I know so 
many more people around the locality than I did 10 years 
ago. I was delighted when Grainne Clinton took up the post, 
as I felt a personal responsibility to the post and I know 
Grainne will bring all her great qualities and dedication to 
serving the parishioners of OLV. 
Thanks to Fr Frank and Linda and indeed to all of you who 
made my ten years fly!   Marie Falvey 

Our Lady of Victories Girls School  
On Tuesday 22nd June at 11am via Zoom a 
very important book launch took place in 
OLV Girls School. In the beautiful book 
'Life in Lockdown', the school community 
of Our Lady of Victories Girls' School  
documented the experiences of the pupils 
(and staff) during this unprecedented time 
in history. 'Life in Lockdown' affords us a 
window into the lives of our children during a global  
pandemic. Through their poetry, art and writing they have  
expressed their thoughts, their concerns, their hopes and 
their dreams. The book is available for sale in the school, 
costing €10.00. We have taken the pleasure of including a 
short extract from the book written by Erin Sheridan: 
“Throughout lockdown, everyone missed out on a lot of 
events. Birthdays, (I for one turned 10), anniversaries, 
weddings, debs, big confirmation parties and communion 
celebrations. Leaving Certificate students were given  
predicted grades and many didn't get into the colleges of 
their choice. There were some big events that we all 
missed like St. Patrick's Day. Every year there are parades 
to celebrate the Saint that brought the Christen faith to 
many people. There are parades all over Ireland, but the 
biggest and most popular one is the parade on  
O' Connell's Street, where people come from all over the 
country to see the amazing event. At Easter, the churches 
were closed but there was still a visit from the Easter  
Bunny.” Well done to all involved.  



Our Lady of Victories is the largest and busiest parish  
in our Grouping. It is certainly the busiest parish I have  
ever worked in. There are a lot of demands made of me 
and  indeed of the staff and volunteers. We get a lot of  
requests some of which can be unusual. Because of the 

demands associated with the work it is not always  
possible to oblige leaving people upset and annoyed. 
There is only so much any of us can do and sometimes 
a little Christian understanding can be very beneficial. 

As someone remarked,  
‘your everyone‘s friend until you have to say no!’ 

Parish Pastoral Council OLV 
The PPC here in OLV is made up of 11 members…. Fr. Frank 
and 10 individuals from various parts of our parish. We meet 
on a monthly basis, usually the first Wednesday of every 
month. For me, as current chairperson, it is a great privilege 
to be a member of the council and to have the role of chairing 
the meetings. We are a good team. 
Prayer is central to the work and life of our PPC as its source 
of inspiration and vision. This is not book-end prayer that 
opens and closes our meetings but prayer that aims to 
change hearts and minds, prayer that sincerely searches out 
the mind of God in relation to our parish, our meetings, our 
agenda. Prayer is a source of strength and guidance for our 
group. It gives a few minutes of calm, where the busy world is 
hushed before we begin our meetings. 
The PPC is a consultative body. Our group engages with Fr. 
Frank in a common search for wisdom. The current PPC is in 
existence for a little over two years. We  endeavour to  
collaborate in planning the way forward for our parish, at a  
time when resources are really stretched. The PPC is  
primarily concerned with action through pastoral planning; it 
is not immediately responsible for implementation of projects 
but does seek to ensure that projects are carried out. At every 
meeting we visit the area of the safety of children and  
vulnerable adults. During our term, we considered how best 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our church and parish 
here in OLV. It proved a very positive celebration in our parish 
and was enjoyed by young and old. We hope to have other 
celebrations. We discussed how to mark Bishop Fintan’s 
move to Cork and celebrate Fr. Paddy Sweeney’s Golden  
Jubilee. The new Metro and how it will affect our parish is 
regularly on the agenda. 
We deliberated and continue to deliberate on how best to 
serve the community here in OLV, giving consideration to the 
diminishing number of priests, the numbers attending Mass 
and Masses available in the other churches in our grouping. 
We are very aware that change is difficult for everyone and 
that some people are hurt by these decisions. We do regret 
having to make hard choices sometimes, but they are  
unavoidable. 
At every meeting, we discuss what more we can do to engage 
young people in the life of our parish. They are our future and 
we endeavour to make OLV a parish of welcome and  
inclusion. Covid 19 has proved difficult for all and has forced 
us to think outside the box, as we move forward. We had our 
webcam installed, and online has helped maintain the link 
with our parish and our faith community. The PPC is indebted 
to Fr. Frank and Linda who soldiered through the dark days. 
There were weeks when there were 5 funerals in our parish 
and we are mindful of the toll that takes on those who have to 
minister at every one of those sad occasions. We worked on 
our vision statement over the past year and I will end with 
that vision which I sincerely hope you, as a parishioner, feel a 
part of: 
Our  Lady of Victories Parish aims to create a warm,  
supportive, dynamic and united faith community for all. 
Our parish life  is rooted in the celebration of the  
Eucharist, which is the source and summit of our  
Christian lives. Valuing the gifts and  talents of each 
member of our community, we strive to create a safe 
space to serve others in the name of Jesus.” 
Geraldine Casey (chairperson) 

THANK YOU 

 

We would like to thank everyone very sincerely who have 
continued to donate to the different collections. Many of 
you have dropped in your Family Offering Envelopes, 
while others have donated online, set up standing orders 
and used the special envelopes available in the church. 
Our collections are very important for us so your  
constant loyalty is greatly appreciated. For those of you 
who attended mass on Sunday 19th of June you will be 
aware of the new Summer Offering A copy of the  
Archbishops letter which is available on our website. I 
would however like to draw your attention to the major 
decrease of 80% and 86% so far this year in the first and 
second collections respectively.  

Special envelopes for the Summer Offering are  
available in the church. We have now installed a  
secure self-standing safe at the Albert College door for 
all donations. Please mark your donation clearly  
including name/address if you wish but more importantly 
what the donation is for.  

Srs. Martha, Martha and Gertrude from the Daughters of 

Mary, Mother of Mercy visiting OLV. 

An artists impression of the proposed new Metro Station 

outside Our Lady of Victories Church 


